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TASMANIAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE SCHOOL 
ORGANISATIONS INC. 

ABN: 28 261 465 779 
Office: 15 Rowitta Road Lindisfarne      phone: 03 6234 9488      

PO Box 183 Lindisfarne TAS 7015    email: eo@tasso.org.au 
 
 

8 June 2016 

 

Hon. Jeremy Rockliff MP, 

Minister for Education and Training 

Level 10, 15 Murray Street 

HOBART TAS 7000 

 

 

Dear Mr. Rockliff, 
 

Draft Education Bill 

In our submission dated 11 May 2016 we informed you we would be seeking legal advice on the 

possible effects of School Associations no longer being able to operate as incorporated bodies.  

 

We have now received that advice and I invite you to make a time to meet to discuss this advice 

should you wish to do so. 

 

Based on the legal advice received TASSO accept the provisions for individual coverage 

but maintain that School Associations must be incorporated.  

School Associations are much better off as incorporated bodies and strengthened with the 

addition of the proposed cover. 

 

104. (1) A member of a school association does not incur any personal liability in respect of 

any act done or omitted in good faith in the performance or exercise, or the purported 

performance or exercise, of any function or power of the school association. 

(2) A civil liability that would, but for subsection (1), attach to a member of a school 

association attaches instead to the Crown. 

 

In addition to the concerns already raised on behalf of our members I ask that the following 

points be added to our submission to the draft Education Bill. 

 

Section 19, 1 of the current Education Act should be retained 

TASSO support the provisions in the existing act with regards to choice of school. 

         

EDUCATION ACT 1994  

19. Enrolment within home area 
(1) A school-aged child or person is entitled to be enrolled at the State school which has its 

intake of students from the area in which his or her home is situated. 

(2) A school-aged child or person may be enrolled at a State school which does not have its 

intake of students from the area in which his or her home is situated if there is not the maximum 

number of students at the school. 
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Home Education 

We have concerns about the provision in the Bill about home education access to educational 

provisions in existing schools. 

 

 

Section 36 of the current legislation to be retained  

           

EDUCATION ACT 1994 - SECT 36 

Division 4 - Discipline 36. Unacceptable behaviour 
      (1) A student of a State school is to behave in a manner acceptable to the principal. 

      (2) Behaviour which is not acceptable includes behaviour which– 

(a) constitutes refusal to participate in the education programme; or 

(b) constitutes disobedience of instructions which regulate the conduct of students; or 

(c) is likely to impede significantly the learning of the other students of that school; or 

(d) is likely to be detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of the staff or other students of that 

school; or 

(e) causes or is likely to cause damage; or 

(f) is likely to bring that school into disrepute; or 

(g) constitutes any other behaviour that the Secretary determines. 

 

Under the proposed changes there may not be the opportunity to immediately remove a child 

that is a risk to their school environment. Will this Bill give more rights to the instigator? 

Will there be adequate resourcing for the mediation? 

 

The Act should state that a child enrolled in a state school should be safe - we do not want a 

watering down of provisions. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Ant Dry 

TASSO President 
 

 

 

 

 


