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TASMANIAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE SCHOOL 
ORGANISATIONS INC. 

ABN: 28 261 465 779 
Office: 15 Rowitta Road Lindisfarne      phone: 03 6234 9488      

PO Box 183 Lindisfarne TAS 7015    email: eo@tasso.org.au 
 
 

11 May 2016 

 

Hon. Jeremy Rockliff MP, 

Minister for Education and Training 

Level 10, 15 Murray Street 

HOBART TAS 7000 

 

 

Dear Mr. Rockliff, 
 

Feedback on the draft Education Bill 

TASSO have consulted with our members on the draft Education Bill and focused on the sections 

related to School Associations. 

Our members have several concerns we raise with you now, in order for TASSO to fulfil our 

role as the peak body for School Associations and parent groups in state schools we will notify 

our members of your response to their concerns. 

School Associations  

Members were adamant a definition of a school association must be added if not to the Act 

to the Regulations. Such a definition must differentiate between the elected committee and the 

whole school association. 

The current Act has one section specific to School Associations clearly stating their role and 

function. Section 27:  

27. Functions of school associations 
A school association has the following functions: 

(a) to participate in the formulation and development of – 

(i) a set of beliefs, values and priorities for the school; and 

(ii) the school policies and code of conduct; 

(b) to provide advice and recommendations to the principal in relation to the general operations 

and management of the school; 

(c) to participate on the selection panel in respect of any advertised permanent vacancy for the 

position of principal; 

(d) to foster cooperation among teachers, students, members of the school association, parents 

and the community; 

(e) to provide advice and recommendations to the Secretary on any matter relating to policy; 

(f) to approve the school budget; 

(g) any other function the Minister determines. 

 

Our members insist the current points are retained without alteration. It would be preferable 

to capture the references to school associations in one section of the new legislation. Members 

were split on whether these points should be retained in the legislation or added to the 

regulations. 
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When raised with representatives from the Office of the Secretary it was advised this level of 

detail would be better suited in the regulations, this however raised the query from our members 

about the level of detail prescribed in other areas of the draft Bill in contrast to the negligible 

amount of detail in relation to School Associations.  

It is difficult to have confidence in a draft Bill that delegates so much detail to regulations that 

are not yet drafted. In effect we are being asked to support a document without the essential 

elements to examine.  

Whilst there have been challenges for some school communities regarding the approval of the 

budget, the benefit of having the function to approve the budget captured in legislation or 

regulation ensures financial transparency, rather than merely requiring the school to ‘consult’ 

with their school association, the requirement to approve compels the school to provide the 

Association with the financial details to allow an open and transparent discussion. 

Retain all the clauses outlined above – the associated processes must be captured in 

regulation.  

 

A definition of consultation must be captured in the regulations.  

It is often the case ‘consultation’ occurs after the event and consists of merely informing the 

School Association Committee after the fact. It is important the regulations use the word ‘must’ 

over ‘may’.  

 

99.2 The school association of a school is to be an unincorporated association established in 

accordance with the regulations. 

The purpose for requiring school associations to no longer be incorporated has been met with 

some scepticism. Our members are very resistant to operating as un-incorporated entities. 

If however, school associations are forced to un-incorporate the current requirements 

attached to incorporation must be mirrored in the regulations.  

Without the requirements of Incorporation how will the financial transparency of school 

associations be ensured? We note 102. Inspection and audit of accounts of school associations. 

However this does not cover annual financial auditing requirements. 

Will School Associations as unincorporated bodies continue to be able to operate with a level of 

autonomy? 

- If it is intended the School Association is ultimately to become part of the Education 

Department, will it as a group, and its members as individuals, be bound by the same constraints 

as those employed by the Department (State Service Act) effectively removing their independent 

voice? 

School Associations often apply for community, state or federal grants to benefit the school, 

eligibility criteria requires applicants to be an incorporated body. It will present a significant loss 

to schools if their associations can no longer source funding through these valuable opportunities. 

The Education Department must also create a process for school associations to move from 

incorporated entities to unincorporated groups that is not cumbersome and does not create an 

extra financial burden or large administrative requirement. 
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99 (3) A school association may be the school association of more than one school if the Minster 

approves it. 

Regulations must address the financial arrangements of schools sharing a school association. 

Can an association once merged separate at a later date?  

Can the Minister or Secretary enforce the sharing of an association between schools? 

 

103. Annual report of school association  

The requirement to provide a report to the principal and school association must also apply from 

the school to the school association as currently captured in the model constitution (4.1.3.(c)). 

Our members seek official confirmation school associations will continue to be able to operate 

their own bank accounts. 

We also seek assurance those school associations who currently own property/land will not be 

forced to surrender or sell their assets.  

 

104. Immunity from liability of school association member  

Members question the need for the additional coverage given the Department’s advice in the past 

has been that members of the school association are provided some level of individual cover as 

volunteers in the school in addition to the protection Incorporation provides. 

104. (1) A member of a school association does not incur any personal liability in respect of 

any act done or omitted in good faith in the performance or exercise, or the purported 

performance or exercise, of any function or power of the school association. 

(2) A civil liability that would, but for subsection (1), attach to a member of a school 

association attaches instead to the Crown. 

These clauses will provide individual coverage for school association members, why cannot 

such clauses be added without the stipulation school associations are unincorporated? 

It is preferable a blanket coverage is created that does not prevent a school association 

from operating as an incorporated body. 

 

There are many points that now fall under the responsibility of the Secretary that were previously 

bound in legislation. What process will be undertaken when formulating the Secretary’s 

Instructions for School Associations? 

 

Early starting age. 

In addition to our members feedback specific to school associations the early starting age was 

also flagged as a concern. 

 

It is understood many of the concerns voiced around the practicalities of lowering the starting 

age will be addressed as part of the implementation period.  
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TASSO ask that there is wide ranging consultation on the issues of toileting, teacher and early 

childhood educator qualifications and school transport. 

 

Safe school transport for children so young is an area of great concern, it is feared that as kinder 

is not compulsory, transport will simply not be made available to kinder students. What is your 

response to this concern?  

 

Childcare Centres are exploring options to change to registered kindergarten providers - has this 

been considered? Will this become an alternative? 

 

Will the curriculum for Prep be adjusted to suit younger learners? 

 

As an alternative to implementing the change in 2020 it is thought a staged implementation may 

be more beneficial. 

 

Although recognising kinder is not compulsory, Tasmanian parents highly value kinder, 

Launching into Learning (LiL) and Learning in Families Together (LiFT) we seek your 

written assurance kinder will not face a reduction in funding and that it will continue to be 

provided in all state schools. 

 

 

In addition to this information to provide clarity to our members TASSO are seeking legal advice 

on the unincorporation of school associations. For your information we have attached a list of 

the activities some of our school associations participate in for the benefit of our schools. 

 

It is testament to the enormous volunteer contribution our parents make to state schools in 

Tasmania. It is of the utmost importance to our members they are able to continue to function in 

this way to benefit the educational opportunities of students, this is the purpose for which we 

seek legal advice. 

 

We will inform you of the advice received however we will not have sourced that advice in time 

to lodge any further comment by the 13th May deadline. 

 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

Ant Dry 

TASSO President 
 

 

 

 

 


