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The early years are a crucial time for growing 
healthy minds.  The good news is that 

KidsMatter is all about caring for children’s 
mental health. KidsMatter is a mental health 
and wellbeing framework for primary schools 

and early childhood education and care 
services and is proven to make a positive 

difference to the lives of Australian children. 
 



 

 

 

 

Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations 
Inc. gratefully acknowledge the sponsorship, support 

and donations from the following: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will Hodgman Premier 

KidsMatter 

Blundstone Arena 

Jeremy Rockliff MP 

David O’Byrne MP 

Andrew Wilkie MP 

Jacquie Petrusma MP 

Julie Collins MP 

Ivan Dean MLC 

Mike Gaffney MLC 

Ella Haddad MLC 

Rob Valentine MLC 

Robert Armstrong MLC 

Ruth Forrest MLC 

Josh Willie MLC 

Craig Farrell MLC 

Sarah Lovell MLC 

 

Jen Butler MLC 

Anita Dow MLC 

PFLAG 

Australian Red Cross 

Tasmanian Fire Service 

Living Fundraisers 

Attitude Books 

Family Planning Tasmania 

Scripture Union 

Speak UP! Stay ChatTY 

Schools Plus 

Tasmanian Association for 
the Gifted 

Drug Education Network 

Hobart Human Library 

NILS Network of Tasmania 

 



 

 

 

 

 Saturday 25th August 2018   

8:30 am Registration  

9:30 am Welcome to Country Kartanya Maynard 

9:45 am Official opening by the Minister for Education and  

 Training Jeremy Rockliff MP 

10:00 am Keynote Speaker – Dr. Debbie Pushor 

12.00pm Lunch 

1.00pm Workshop  

 

• Annie Whitehead – Connect4Life  

• Professor Sue Kilpatrick and Gemma Burns UTAS- 

Facilitating School-Parent-Community Partnerships 

• Katrina Beams- C.E.O. Tasmanian Assessment, 

Standards & Certification  

 

2.30pm Panel Discussion: Where do we go from here?  

3.30pm AGM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



DR. DEBBIE PUSHOR 

 
 

Debbie is a Professor in the Department of Curriculum Studies 

at the University of Saskatchewan in Canada.  In her program 

of research, Debbie has engaged in narrative inquiries into 

parent knowledge and into parent engagement and 

leadership.  In her undergraduate and graduate teaching, 

Debbie makes central an often absent or underrepresented 

conversation about the positioning of parents in relation to 

school landscapes.  Debbie, in collaboration with the Parent Engagement Collaborative (a 

cohort of graduate students), published a book entitled, Portals of Promise: Transforming 

Beliefs and Practices through a Curriculum of Parents (Sense Publishers, 2013).  A second 

book, Living as Mapmakers: Charting a Course with Children Guided by Parent Knowledge 

(Sense Publishers, 2015) was co-written with the Parent Engagement Collaborative II, and 

extends this earlier work. Currently, Debbie and the Parent Engagement Collaborative III 

are creating a video series for parents and educators to present concepts from the two 

books in a different form.  

 

In Debbie’s early career, she worked as a teacher, consultant, principal, and central services 

administrator. It was her experiences as a parent of school-aged children that caused her to 

attend to the positioning of parents in relation to schools.  

  



KATRINA BEAMS- EO, Office of Tasmanian 
Assessment, Standards and Certification (TASC) 
 

Ms. Katrina Beams has been the Executive Officer of the Office of 

Tasmanian Assessment, Standards and Certification (TASC) since 

February 2016 and was appointed to the role permanently in 

September that year.  

Katrina has an extensive background across education, teaching 

and leadership, with broad experience with both the government 

and non-government education sectors. Over the past 34 years, Katrina has worked across 

a number of schools and colleges in Tasmania, teaching from Kindergarten right through to 

Years 11 and 12, with a specialist focus teaching Visual Arts. Katrina has also held senior 

leadership roles within the Department of Education, including as Manager School Support 

and Director of Education Performance Services. 

Since taking up the role of Executive Officer, TASC, Katrina has focused on ensuring 

continuous improvement in standards, openness and transparency in senior secondary 

education in Tasmania. She is committed to working with stakeholders such as TASSO to 

increase engagement and understanding of the functions of the Office for students, 

parents, teachers and school communities to ensure students can work towards achieving a 

TASC qualification such as the Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE), Qualifications 

Certificate or Tasmanian Certificate of Educational Achievement.   

Katrina’s presentation will cover the following: 

• The Office of TASC and its functions 

• The Tasmanian Certificate of Education (TCE) and other TASC qualifications – what 

you and your child need to know 

• 2018 and beyond – current and future initiatives for education in Years 11 and 12 



PROFFESOR SUE KILPATRICK & GEMMA BURNS- 
UTAS: FACILITATING SCHOOL-PARENT-
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

 

Professor Sue Kilpatrick (PhD, MEc, BEc, GradDipLib, DipAdVocEd, 

MACE, GAICD), Professor of Education, and formerly Pro Vice-

Chancellor (Students), University of Tasmania and Pro Vice-Chancellor 

(Rural and Regional), Deakin University, has had university-wide 

responsibilities including social inclusion, widening participation, pre-

degree programs and pathways, Aboriginal outreach and support and 

rural and regional engagement. She has over 20 years’ experience as a 

researcher in rural and regional education and community 

development. Sue combines her academic work with community-based roles in equity 

and regional development. 

 

Gemma Burns is the Project Manager for the Facilitating School-Parent-

Community Partnerships project.  She started her career as a 

Secondary Teacher and remains passionate about education and its 

power to transform and enrich lives. Gemma has worked at the 

University of Tasmania for the past 6 years in various roles, most 

recently in student engagement and education research. She is also the 

parent of three primary aged children. 

 

Sue and Gemma’s workshop will be based on the learnings from the Facilitating School-

Parent-Community Project recently undertaken across 11 Tasmanian Schools. The 

principle goal of this project has been to lift Tasmanian educational retention and 

attainment by improving the quantity and quality of parental and community engagement 

in primary and high schools.  Amongst other things they will help you look at how to apply 

a parent engagement lens to a school strategic plan.  

 

 

 



ANNIE WHITEHEAD– Connect4Life 
Preferred pronouns – (They, Them, Theirs)  
 

Annie is a Lived Experience Speaker, Mental Health Intentional Peer 

Worker, and advocate for the LGBTIQA+ communities. They are also 

currently on the Working Group developing the Tasmanian version of 

the Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Communications Charter 

and is in the final stages of consultation with the National Disability 

Insurance Agency on the development of The NDIA LGBTIQA+ Strategy 2018-2020. As 

Secretary for Connect4Life Tasmania (an LGBTIQA+ community group dedicated to social 

inclusion for suicide prevention), Annie organises social events for the LGBTIQA+ 

community including an annual, live music, Pride event, provides support and referral to 

community members and strongly advocates for change from grassroots through to 

government. In their spare time, Annie is a dedicated bibliophile who loves hanging out on 

the farm with their wife, 5 children, grandchild and numerous fur babies. 

Workshop details – Community Matters 

• Lived Experience presentation 

• Community – Breaking down stigma and discrimination 

• Caring – How do I provide support? 

• Communication – Terminology, pronouns 
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Thank you to these groups for 
supporting TASSO’s 2018 Conference.  

 


