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Draconian Policy in Breach of Education Act 
 

The Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations (TASSO) is concerned 
by the letter sent home to families of Year 6 to 10 students at Sorell School 
regarding the suspension of students for being late to school or to class “This is 
a complete breach of the Secretary’s Instructions No. 4 for Suspension, 
Exclusion, Expulsion or Prohibition of State School Students. The document 
states:  

3.3.1. Suspension of a student should be as a last resort, where there is 
not an immediate threat to the health or safety of another student or 
teacher. All efforts should be made by the school to resolve the 
unacceptable behaviour before suspension of the student occurs. 
 

How does being late for a class meet this Instruction, which is applicable to all 
state schools and colleges in Tasmania?”. Said TASSO President Nigel Jones. 
This same document gives the process for managing unacceptable behaviour of 
a student. 
 
The actions outlined by the Sorell School, and acted upon in recent days, for 
students being late to school and or class shows not attempt to support the 
Department of Education’s Strategic Plan and the work of the Child and 
Student Wellbeing Unit, both of which aim to, inspire and support all learners 
to succeed as connected, resilient, creative and curious thinkers.   
  
The Education Act legislates that all State Schools have a School Association 
Committee. It is these committees that Principals must include in the creation 
of school policies. It is TASSO’s understanding that this did not happen in this 
instance.  
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Minister Rockliff’s mantra and that of the Department of Education, - “That 
every day at school counts”, flies in the face of the current practice in place at 
Sorell School.   
 
Nigel Jones believes that the Sorell School, may need extra support to be able 
to better handle what is seen as inappropriate behaviour, it must re-evaluate 
this policy and methods for developing positive relationships with families and 
students. TASSO is pleased to learn that Learning Services South will be 
providing extra support and a presence at Sorell School and will continue to do 
so for the next couple of weeks.  
 
The School Association has been working for many years to improve the school 
and make it a school where students and families want to be, where the best 
schooling experience and educational outcomes is available. Nigel Jones 
believes, “this is what all schools are striving for and can be achieved if schools 
and their communities work together, not by initiating a draconian process 
which does not have a positive outcome for anyone.”  
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