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The education of our children is of great importance to TASSO, families and communities. We 

would like to know what candidates and parties are proposing for the current and future 

education of our children. TASSO has identified some priority areas and developed questions 

which we will ask of all parties and Tasmanian candidates. With their permission TASSO will 

make their answers publicly available on our website and Facebook page.  

If you, your school association, community and families want to know more about what the 

candidates and parties in your electorate are proposing for education you may use this 

position paper as an aid when speaking with or writing to candidates. 

1. Federal Funding 

TASSO calls for education funding which is transparent, sector blind and needs based. 

o As a candidate can you explain how the Student Resourcing Standard is calculated 
and what will you be doing to ensure high quality education is available for all 
Australian children, regardless of what school they attend? 

 
2. Through Growth to Achievement Report “Gonski 2.0” 
 

The Through Growth to Achievement Report listed 23 recommendations,  

 

o As a candidate what are you intending to prioritise for implementation and if so by 

when and with what level of resourcing? 

 

TASSO strongly support the need to complete, and make public the findings, of a review into 

senior schooling, the curriculum, assessment and methods of delivery. All states and territories 

currently offer schooling to Year 12. Currently a National Curriculum program is only run to Year 10 

with states and territories setting their own curriculum for Years 11 and 12. TASSO believe to ensure an 

even and accurate level of competency in these formal and pivotal years of schooling the formation of a 
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National Curriculum for Years 11 and 12 is pivotal.  

 

o Do you support this ideology and what steps would you take to ensure all states and territories 

are on board with this process and guarantee its delivery? 

 

 

3. Making Family Engagement a priority 

The Melbourne Declaration on Educational  Goals for Young Australians asserts that “parents, 

carers, and families are the first and most significant influence in a child’s life.” The 

importance of the school sector engaging with parents was a key finding of the Through 

Growth to Achievement Report; Finding 3 speaks of the “strong and developing evidence of 

the benefit of parental engagement on a child’s learning”. 

In all forums where TASSO’s voice is heard, we promote the importance of our schools 

forming strong partnerships with parents/carers and families.  We believe in and support 

decades of research which reinforces the principle that genuinely engaging with families in 

their children’s education improves a child’s educational attainment and ongoing engagement 

in school. We advocate for meaningful engagement that takes different forms as best suits the 

child, family and community each school is called to serve.  

Family engagement programs for children from Aboriginal families, children from non-English 

speaking   backgrounds, and children with a disability should value and reflect cultural beliefs, 

incorporate collaborative problem solving, focus on students’ strengths as well as identifying 

the challenges requiring further support.  

Schools need to respect and value the knowledge that families have about each individual 

child. They must be proactive in making their school a welcoming place where parents feel 

welcomed and are genuine partners in the education of their child and ongoing success of 

education in our schools. 

 

o As a candidate what does Parental Engagement look like to you? 

o Do you have a  vision and expectation of every school working in respectful 

partnership with families? 
 

4. Information Communication Technology (ICT) 

Digital technology is increasingly at the center of our lives and nowhere is this more 

important than in education. Reliable internet access and appropriate hardware can 

close the gap between metropolitan and remote schools and bring engaging resources into 

every classroom. 

Several things are required for our schools to be able to harness the power of online 

resources. There needs to be fast and reliable internet connection, hardware needs to be 

up to date and well-maintained, and teachers need to be supported and have access to 

ongoing development to ensure they can get the most out of the ever expanding 

http://www.curriculum.edu.au/verve/_resources/National_Declaration_on_the_Educational_Goals_for_Young_Australians.pdf
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possibilities digital technology offers. 

o How do you see digital technology being employed in schools and what 

commitments can you make to ensure all the resources required are provided to all 

schools? 

Cyber bullying has become an ever-growing problem in all areas and levels of society - 

including schools and school communities.  

o What policies and programs do you or their party wish to present to curb this 

increasing problem? 

5. Standardised Testing 

TASSO believes that public comparisons between schools is often damaging and can create 

a harmful culture of competition. TASSO calls for the removal of NAPLAN results from the 

MySchool website.  

o What is your stance on the current “Leagues Tables” presented on the MySchool 

website?  

NAPLAN has been running for 10 years. TASSO believe for NAPLAN to be of benefit to our 

children and schools, a complete review of NAPLAN is required. 

o What is your position on a review and the future of NAPLAN? 

TASSO supports the Through Growth to Achievement report’s Recommendation 11 which calls 

for online and ondemand diagnostic testing which will have results available immediately and 

will support tailored teaching.  

o What resourcing will you endeavor to get to commit to improving outcomes for 

children based on the results of standardised tests? 

6. Early Childhood Education 

In Tasmania all Government Primary and District High Schools provide 15 hours of 

Kindergarten for children who are 4 years of age on January 1st of the year they start. 

Prior to Kindergarten these same Government schools offer Launching into Learning (LiL) 

for children from birth to four years of age, as do Child and Family Centres. A longitudinal 

study of LiL and the universal recognition of the value of early childhood education is well 

recognized. The Federal Government currently only provides funding to the Education 

Departments of states and territories for 15 hours per week on a 12 month contractual 

basis. TASSO demands that a more substantial and permanent funding agreement is 

established to ensure growth and progression  

o What is your vision for the future of our early learning programs currently being run and 

the progression to a long-term funding model? 

 

https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/662684_tgta_accessible_final_0.pdf
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7. The Wellbeing of Students 

It is universally recognised that the wellbeing of students is an important factor which impacts 

them reaching their fullest potential. Whilst the Federal Government has provided another 3 

years funding to enable some schools to contract chaplains there is not funding for the 

employment of secular youth workers. Chaplains in public schools often are of a Christian faith, 

which is not always appropriate in today’s modern schools. Schools have diverse populations, 

culturally, religiously and non-religiously, qualified secular youth workers can offer come some 

of the hurdles that faith based chaplains cannot when working with students. TASSO call for 

the Federal Government to provide a minimum of equivalent funding for secular support 

services as it does for Chaplaincy Programs. 

o What steps will you take to ensure that schools have a viable choice between a faith 

based Chaplain or a secular Youth Worker? 

 

Do you know who are the candidates are in your electorate? 

The ABC 2019 Federal Guide to Electorates provides information about your electorate and a 

brief profile on each of the candidates. 

Supporters of Public Education 

The Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations Inc. (TASSO) is the peak body 

representing the parents and carers of students in Tasmanian government schools and colleges 

and their school communities, a total of approximately 85,000 eligible Tasmanian voters. 

TASSO has prepared this policy statement for the political parties and candidates contesting 

the upcoming Federal Election. This statement gives each candidate and party the opportunity 

to inform TASSO and those 85,000 parents and carers, plus community stakeholders of their 

response to each of the listed key issues. 

Supporters of government schools have the capability of being a large lobby group. Together 

we can impact the policies of political parties and independents for the best outcome for Public 

Education. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/elections/federal/2019/guide/electorates

