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Mr NigelJones
President
Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations
info(ôtasso.org.au

Dear Mr Jones,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the views of the Coalition on important issues

facing your members. A response to your questions is attached.

This election will have real consequences for Australia's economy and our future

Despite global headwinds, our economy is strong. This year, for the first time in more than a

decade, the Government will deliver a Budget surplus.

A stronger economy means we can deliver on our plans to:
L. Create L.25 million more jobs over the next five years.

2. Maintain budget surpluses and pay down debt.
3. Deliver tax relief to encourage and reward hard working Australians

4. Guarantee increased investments for schools, hospitals and roads.

5. Keep Australians safe and our borders secure.

The alternative at this election is Mr Shorten. Labor's risky agenda includes billions of dollars

of higher taxes - on retirees, housing, incomes, investments, family businesses, electricity
and cars.

Thank you for communicating our response to your members

Yours sincerely,

Andrew Hirst
Federal Director
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MORRISON GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE TASMANIAN ASSOCIATION
OF STATE SCHOOL ORGANISATIONS

1. Federal funding of education which is transparent, sector blind and needs-based

The Morrison Govemment believes that parents should be able to choose the school that best

meets the needs of their child. We are delivering on our commitment, by providing a record

$310 billion in recurrent funding to all schools over the coming decade.

Our record funding provides 62 per cent more funding per student, on average, a total of an

extra $37 billion in funding over the decade. In the 2019-20 Budget, the Morrison
Government delivered a record 521.4 billion for schools for the 2020 school year, an increase

of $8.5 billion since 2013.

This funding is guaranteed and will deliver outcomes for students. The Morrison Government

signed a National School Reform Agreement with every state and territory government. This
agreement is a national endeavour that commits all governments to providing the best

opportunities for students and support for teachers in every school.

In addition to providing record funding, we have legislated funding for schools that is based

on need, ending Labor's 27 special deals which gave students more because of the state in
which they lived.

We have also provided an additional $20 million over ten years to support literacy and

numeracy programs for Tasmania's most vulnerable children as Tasmania transitions to the

new Quality Schools funding affangements from 2018. This funding includes procurement of
specialist literacy and numeracy programs, a suitability study of a phonics check in
Tasmanian schools and $150,000 over three years to the Children's Book Council of
Australia (Tasmania).

2. Commitment and implementation of recommendations in the Through Growth to

Achíevemenl Report

Under the Morrison Govemment's plan for education, backed by the work carried out by
David Gonski, the government will lift student outcomes so that every child can fulf,rl their
potential. To get this done the government has secured the agreement from every state and

territory to lift student results.

The Morrison Government believes that record school funding has to be matched with a plan

on how to spend that money to get the best student outcomes. As part of the National School

Reform Agreements, the states and territories have also committed to implementing the

reforms recommended by David Gonski in the Through Growth to Achievement: Review to

Achieve Educational Excellence in Australian Schools.

The three key areas of responsibility for the Commonwealth Govemment are:

1. Enhancing the Australian Curriculum so that teachers can identify each individual
student's learning needs;
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Creating a unique student identifier; and

Establishing a new national evidence institute to drive improvements in teaching
practice, school systems and policies.

3. Making school and family engagement a priority

The Monison Government supports parent, teacher and principal relationships based on

mutual respect. Although the Federal Government does not directly run schools, it provides

significant funding and policy leadership in the schools sector.

The Morrison Government provides a range of resources for parents to use to support them

with their child's school education. The Learning Potential app and website provides useful

tips and information for parents on how they can be more involved in their child's leaming at

school. Managing school refusal is just one of the many topics covered.

A re-elected Morrison Government will also:

Invest $10.S million to provide a Year 1 voluntary phonics health check for parents and

teachers to ensure their children are not falling behind; and

Ensure phonics is included in university teaching courses so that new teachers can use it
in their classrooms.

4. Reliable information, communication, technology (ICT) resources and programs to
combat cyber bullying

The Govemment is taking action to support parents and keep Australian children safe online
with a $17 million online safety package. The Keeping our Children Safe Online package

announced in December 2018 includes an education campaign to help Australian parents,

carers and teachers keep children and young people safe online.

The package also includes new resources for parents and carers, an online safety research

program and the development of an Online Safety Charter for digital platforms. These latest

measures will be rolled out in early 2019 and are part of the Government's ongoing

commitment of more than $100 million over the next four years to improving online safety.

A re-elected Morrison Government will work with state and territory goveÍìments on best

practice policies on mobile phone use in classrooms.

5. Standardised testing and the future of NAPLAN

The Morrison Govemment will continue to support the current approach to the National
Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy Q.{APLAN) because we believe that parents

and teachers in each and every school want to see, and should see how students are

progressing during their time at school and against a national measure.
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We remain committed to transparency, accountability and focussing on improving the

education performance of all students. This is why we implemented NAPLAN online, which
will provide better assessment, more precise results and faster tumaround of information.

Vy'e are progressing NAPLAN adoption across Australia as well as implementing the reforms

recommended in the Review. This will assist in ensuring every student is able to achieve their
full potential every year they arc at school.

6. Early Childhood Education, in particular Kindergartens, long-term funding model

The Monison Government will provide more than $440 million for preschool in 2019 and

over $450 million in2020, under the National Partnership with states and temitories on

Universal Access to Early Childhood Education. This extension takes our overall investment

in preschool to $2.8 billion since elected.

The Morrison Govemment will also review the National Partnership to ensure future funding
is set up to achieve the best possible preschool outcomes. A key focus will be on ensuring the

most vulnerable children are attending, not just enrolled, in preschool. The Morrison
Government has committed an additional $4.9 million to boost attendance of disadvantaged

students who can least afford to miss out, including working with the Smith Family. This is
in addition to the $48 million provided by the Coalition to help 24,000 of Australia's most

disadvantaged children with their education through The Smith Family's Learning for Life
program.

The extension of the National Partnership will ensure almost 350,000 children in Australia
have access to 15 hours of quality early learning a week, or 600 hours ayear, in the year

before school.

7. Student wellbeing and a minimum of the current funding available for school
chaplains for secular youth workers

The Morrison Government's $503.1 million Youth Mental Health and Suicide Prevention

Plan is the largest suicide prevention strategy in Australia's history. It will ensure that
government activities are coordinated, services are delivered to young Australians at risk and

support is available for friends and families. Our Plan focuses on:

o Strengthening the headspace network,
o Indigenous suicide prevention,
. Early childhood and parenting supporl.

A new school-based mental health program that aims to give teachers the tools to help

students manage their mental health was launched on I November 2018 following a $98.6
million investment from the Morrison Government.

The program Be You will be delivered by beyondblue in partnership with headspace and

Early Childhood Australia. The program will provide Australian teachers with the skills and

resources to be able to teach students how to manage their mental health and wellbeing, build
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resilience, and support the mental wellbeing of other students. The program will be rolled-out
by beyondblue in 6,000 schools and 2,000 early learning services in 2019.

Teachers can use the Australian Student V/ellbeing Framework to f,rnd the best resources to
help kids deal with bullying and cyberbullying. Parents want to know that schools and

teachers have the best tools to deal with bullying and the Framework will provide practical
ways to do that.
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