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NAPLAN is not about passing or failing, it is a tool to 
be used for improvement. 

 
TASSO believes NAPLAN is merely a snap-shot of students at a point in time. Years 3, 5, 7 or 9 students are 
measured at the time of sitting the test as to how they are performing in the areas of reading, writing, 
conventions of language (which consists of spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.  
 
Nigel Jones TASSO President said, “NAPLAN does not provide an assessment on other aspects of a student’s 
education nor does it consider factors which may influence the result. Not everyone performs at their best in 
a test or examination setting that has time limits. NAPLAN is not about passing or failing but rather about 
measuring progress and alerting teachers and schools to the subjects that may require more work on either 
an individual, class, whole school and or state level.”  
 
It is strongly encouraged that parents and carers talk with their children about NAPLAN. Discover together:  

• if the child/ren have any concerns,  
• if the child/ren have expectations, 
• if the school has any expectations. 

 
After talking with their children, if parents want more information or to make the school aware of an issue, 
they should have a discussion with their child’s class teacher, grade leader or principal. Decades of research 
suggests that genuine family engagement in a child’s education, can be rewarding for the child, the family 
and the school and have a positive effect on educational outcomes.  
 
“It is important to remember that no one student’s life is or should be defined by the results of a NAPLAN 
test, the results of NAPLAN should be used to strengthen a student’s future learning.” – Mr Jones said. 

 
 

 
 

For further comment contact: 
TASSO President Nigel Jones, 0448 143 085 
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