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State School Charges + Additional 
Costs = Free Education??? 

 
TASSO believe in a free and universal state education system and that the State Government’s 
primary educational obligation is to the meet the needs of its schools and colleges. There should not 
be a reliance on families, through the charging of levies and additional charges, and the fundraising 
activities of School Associations to supplement any shortfall in Government funding. 
 
The Tasmanian Association of State School Organisations (TASSO) for many years has been calling 
for a review into the cost of School Levies, the discrepancies in the amounts charged by schools and 
the difference between what schools charge and what the Department of Education (DoE) give to 
schools for those students who qualify for the Student Assistant Scheme (STAS).  
 
In February 2019, at a meeting with a Ministerial Advisor and a DoE Director TASSO Representatives 
were informed of an upcoming review and that we would be provided with further information. To 
date we have not been offered an insight into the findings of the review. 
 
During July 2019 members of the TASSO Management Committee met and communicated with 
members of the Department of Education’s Policy and Planning unit on a few occasions to review 
both the policy and procedures for School Levies and Charges. DoE staff did not address the 
difference between what schools are charging when asked, other than to say it was a school’s 
decision, as to what they charged. 
 
TASSO President Nigel Jones believes that, “What schools and the Department do not take into 
consideration is the grand total that families need to pay at the start of the school year, and that for 
most families the total needs to be multiplied by the number of children. Rarely do schools and DoE 
look at the cumulative total of Levies, potentially other charges stipulated by schools and other 
costs associated with the beginning of the school year. Parents can agree to an approved 
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installment plan for the payment of Levies, however when levies must be paid by the end of Term 1, 
the amount of the installments can still be prohibitive for some. 
 
“The STAS threshold needs to be raised and at a minimum align with that for a Commonwealth 
Healthcare Card. Some families receive a Commonwealth Healthcare Card which entitles them to 
concessions on utilities such as electricity, water, vehicle registration and rates but not education. 
STAS exempts very low income families from paying school fees and levies. The income test 
threshold for a family of 3 children for STAS is $48,932 annually and the income test threshold for a 
family of 3 to receive a Commonwealth Healthcare Card is considerably higher.” 

 
Other expenses, which need to be taken into consideration can include but not limited to: medical 
action plans (mandatory) for students with health issues; topping up of Greencards for bus 
transport; school shoes; school uniform (compulsory); laptops/iPad and bag (possibly mandatory); 
additional stationery items not provided by the school; book coverings; locks for lockers or hire 
cost; equipment to label school items; sunscreen; school bags; lunch boxes.” 
 
“We should not allow financial circumstances create barriers, which they do, impact the 
engagement of families in the education of students nor should it determine the educational 
pathways students follow. Family engagement is a proven factor in improving educational outcomes 
for students and formal education is the cornerstone of what we build our lives on and is proven to 
determine the quality of an individual’s life.” Stated Nigel Jones 
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