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Education & Wellbeing Vital to Tasmanian Students 
 
Having met with the Department of Education Secretary Tim Bullard today, during which he was open 
and generous with information about what the Department are doing in this unprecedented time. Nigel 
Jones TASSO President said, “Mr Bullard pointed out that a multi-layered and dynamic response is 
required. This involves  the participation of all, which includes principals, teachers, students, 
parents/carers and the broader school community. If we are truly putting the student at the center, the 
continuation of their education is paramount no matter how this may look. 
 
We applaud the Minister for Education and Department of Education on allowing parents to remove 
their children from school, however we reiterate that this comes with an expectation. That expectation 
is that parents will be responsible for their children: 

• to be at home, 

• social distancing, and 

• undertaking the educational activities provided by their school as of today, if they have chosen 
to keep their children home. 

Parents must notify the school if their children are staying home. 
 
“It is important to remember and accept that schools are not closing they are preparing ways to change 
the manner in which education is delivered. The student free days announced by the Minister today will 
allow educators to prepare for the delivery of the curriculum at home, should this become necessary.” 
said Nigel Jones. 

 
If we are all responsible, the educational outcomes and the future gains for young Tasmanians will result 
in them being resilient and aspirational lifelong learners who will be a benefit to our community. 
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